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EDUCATION

Juris Doctor, University of Virginia School of Law, 1988. Member: Virginia State Bar.

Augustine J. Todd (Society of Cincinnati) Scholarship (1986-87, 1987-88); Paul A.
Simon Memorial Scholarship (1986-87); Anderson Brothers Scholarship (1985-86);
Student Funded Fellowship for Public Interest Law (1986).

Managing Editorial Board, Journal of Law and Politics, 1987-88.

American Jurisprudence Award (Constitutional Law / Church-State).

Doctor of Philosophy, Politics, University of Oxford, 1985.
Rhodes Scholarship (1981-84); Lady Margaret Hall Graduate Award (1984-85).

Bachelor of Arts, Government, University of South Carolina Upstate, 1981.
L.B.J. Congressional Scholarship (1981).
Honor Societies: Gamma Beta Phi; Omicron Delta Kappa; Pi Sigma Alpha.
Outstanding Alumnus of the Year, 1998.

Associate in Arts, Greenville Technical College, 1980.

Honor Society: Discipuli De Honoris.
Outstanding Alumnus of the Year, 1988.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Professor, Department of Justice, Law and Society, School of Public Affairs, American
University, Washington, D.C., 2002-present; Associate Professor, 1997-2002; Assistant
Professor, 1991-97.

Scholar / Teacher of the Year, American University (2008).

Morton Bender Prize — American University award for outstanding scholarly
achievement since attaining tenure (2001).



School of Public Affairs — Faculty Award for Outstanding Scholarship (1999-2000).

School of Public Affairs — Faculty Award for Outstanding Teaching in the General
Education Program (1997-98).

School of Public Affairs — Faculty Award for Outstanding Scholarship, Research, and
Other Professional Contributions (1995-96).

Department of Justice, Law and Society — Faculty Award for Outstanding Service
(2012-13).

American University Presidential Research Fellowship, 2008-09.

Director of Undergraduate Studies, Department of Justice, Law and Society, American
University, Summer 2011 to Fall 2013.

Director of Graduate Studies, Department of Justice, Law and Society, American University, Fall
1996 to Summer 1998, Fall 1999 to Fall 2000, Fall 2009 to Fall 2010.

Affiliate Faculty, Department of History, College of Arts and Sciences, American University,
2014-present.

Faculty, Political Theory Institute, American University, 2011-present.

Faculty, James Madison Memorial Fellowship Foundation, Summer Institute, Georgetown
University, Washington, D.C., 2009-present.

Faculty, Church and State Seminar, William E. and Carol G. Simon Center on Religion and the
Constitution, The Witherspoon Institute, Princeton, New Jersey, Summer 2014, Summer 2016.

Senior Fellow, Institute for Studies of Religion, Baylor University, 2012-present.

Editorial Board, Politics and Religion (journal of the Religion and Politics section of American
Political Science Association; published by Cambridge University Press), 2012-present.

William E. Simon Visiting Fellow in Religion and Public Life, James Madison Program in
American Ideals and Institutions, Department of Politics, Princeton University, Princeton, New
Jersey, 2006-07.

Public Interest Law Practice, Charlottesville, Virginia, September 1989 to August 1991.

Judicial Clerk, Circuit Judge Robert F. Chapman, United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth
Circuit, Columbia, South Carolina, August 1988 to August 1989.



PUBLICATIONS (selected bibliography)

Books

Reading the Bible with the Founding Fathers. New York: Oxford University Press, 2017.
Pp. x, 331.

Faith and the Founders of the American Republic. Edited by Daniel L. Dreisbach and Mark
David Hall. New York: Oxford University Press, 2014. Pp. xii, 366.

The Sacred Rights of Conscience: Selected Readings on Religious Liberty and Church-State
Relations in the American Founding. Edited by Daniel L. Dreisbach and Mark David Hall.
Indianapolis, Ind.: Liberty Fund, 2009. Pp. xxxiv, 672.

The Forgotten Founders on Religion and Public Life. Edited by Daniel L. Dreisbach, Mark
David Hall, and Jeffry H. Morrison. Notre Dame, Ind.: University of Notre Dame Press, 2009.
Pp. xxii, 317.

The Founders on God and Government. Edited by Daniel L. Dreisbach, Mark D. Hall, and
Jeffry H. Morrison. Lanham, Md.: Rowman and Littlefield, 2004. Pp. xx, 314.

Thomas Jefferson and the Wall of Separation between Church and State. New York: New York
University Press, 2002. Pp. x, 283.

Religion and Political Culture in Jefferson’s Virginia. Edited by Garrett Ward Sheldon and
Daniel L. Dreisbach. Lanham, Md.: Rowman and Littlefield, 2000. Pp. xiii, 236.

Religion and Politics in the Early Republic: Jasper Adams and the Church-State Debate.

Edited by Daniel L. Dreisbach. Lexington, Ky.: University Press of Kentucky, 1996. Pp. xx,
220.

Real Threat and Mere Shadow: Religious Liberty and the First Amendment. Westchester, Ill.:
Crossway Books, 1987. Pp. 351.

Journal Articles
“The Precarious Place of Religion in American Public Life: How Thomas Jefferson’s ‘Wall of
Separation’ Redefined Church-State Law and Policy.” Citizens and Statesmen: An Annual

Review of Political Theory and Public Life 9 (2016): 1-21.

“Biblical Language and Themes in Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address.” Perspectives on Political
Science 44, no. 1 (2015): 34-39.

“The Bible in the Political Rhetoric of the American Founding.” Politics and Religion 4, no. 3
(2011): 401-427.



“Micah 6:8 in the Literature of the American Founding Era: A Note on Religion and Rhetoric.”
Rhetoric & Public Affairs 12 no. 1 (2009): 91-105.

“The “Vine and Fig Tree’ in George Washington’s Letters: Reflections on a Biblical Motif in the
Literature of the American Founding Era.” Anglican and Episcopal History 76, no. 3
(September 2007): 299-326.

“The ‘Wall of Separation” Motif in Biblical Literature and Western Political and Legal
Thought.” Liberty University Law Review 2, no. 1 (Fall 2007): 79-106.

“Founders Famous and Forgotten.” The Intercollegiate Review 42, no. 2 (Fall 2007): 3-12.

“Mr. Jefferson, a Mammoth Cheese, and the ‘Wall of Separation Between Church and State’: A
Bicentennial Commemoration.” Journal of Church and State 43 (2001): 725-745.

“A Lively and Fair Experiment: Religion and the American Constitutional Tradition.” Emory
Law Journal 49, no. 1 (2000): 223-253.

“George Mason’s Pursuit of Religious Liberty in Revolutionary Virginia.” Virginia Magazine of
History and Biography 108, no. 1 (2000): 5-44.

“Thomas Jefferson and the Danbury Baptists Revisited.” William and Mary Quarterly, 3d series,
LVI, no. 4 (1999): 805-816.

“What the Wall Separates: A Debate on Thomas Jefferson’s ‘Wall of Separation’ Metaphor.”
Constitutional Commentary 16 (1999): 627-674 (with John D. Whaley).

“*Sowing Useful Truths and Principles’: The Danbury Baptists, Thomas Jefferson, and the ‘Wall
of Separation.”” Journal of Church and State 39 (1997): 455-501.

“In Search of a Christian Commonwealth: An Examination of Selected Nineteenth-Century
Commentaries on References to God and the Christian Religion in the United States
Constitution.” Baylor Law Review 48 (1996): 927-1000.

“The Constitution’s Forgotten Religion Clause: Reflections on the Article VI Religious Test
Ban.” Journal of Church and State 38 (1996): 261-295.

“A New Perspective on Jefferson’s Views on Church-State Relations: The Virginia Statute for
Establishing Religious Freedom in Its Legislative Context.” American Journal of Legal History
35 (1991): 172-204.

“Thomas Jefferson and Bills Number 82-86 of the Revision of the Laws of Virginia, 1776-1786:
New Light on the Jeffersonian Model of Church-State Relations.” North Carolina Law Review
69 (1990): 159-211.



Book Chapters

“The Bible in American Law.” In Oxford Handbook on the Bible in America, ed. Paul Gutjahr.
New York: Oxford University Press, forthcoming.

“Thomas Jefferson and His Contemporaries on the Role of Religion in Public Life.” In Rival
Visions of the Early American Republic, ed. Dustin Gish and Andrew Bibby. Charlottesville:
University of Virginia Press, forthcoming.

“Creating an American Metaphor for Liberty: George Washington’s Letter to the Newport
Hebrew Congregation.” In Washington’s Rebuke to Bigotry: Reflections on Our First
President’s Famous 1790 Letter to the Hebrew Congregation in Newport, Rhode Island, ed.
Adam Strom, Dan Eshet, and Michael Feldberg, 95-105. Brookline, Mass.: Facing History and
Ourselves; George Washington Institute for Religious Freedom, 2015.

“Biblical Literacy Matters.” In The State of the American Mind: 16 Leading Critics on the New
Anti-intellectualism, ed. Mark Bauerlein and Adam Bellow, 33-47. West Conshohocken, PA:
Templeton Press, 2015.

“The Bible and the Political Culture of the American Founding.” In Faith and the Founders of
the American Republic, ed. Daniel L. Dreisbach and Mark David Hall, 144-173. New York:
Oxford University Press, 2014.

“Amendment [: Establishment of Religion.” In The Heritage Guide to the Constitution, revised
second edition, ed. David Forte and Matthew Spalding, 393-399. Washington, D.C.: Regnery
Publishing; The Heritage Foundation, 2014 (with John S. Baker, Jr.).

“A Handbook for Republican Citizenship?: The American Founders Debate the Bible’s Use in
Schools.” In Curriculum and the Culture Wars: Debating the Bible’s Place in Public Schools,
ed. Melissa Deckman and Joseph Prud’homme, 7-29. New York: Peter Lang, 2014.

“A Peculiar People in ‘God’s American Israel’: Religion and American National Identity.” In
American Exceptionalism: The Origins, History, and Future of the Nation’s Greatest Strength,
ed. Charles W. Dunn, 55-75. Lanham, Md.: Rowman and Littlefield Publishers, 2013.

“Religion and the Constitutional Tradition.” In Religions in America, 1790 to 1945. Vol. 2 of
The Cambridge History of Religions in America, ed. Stephen J. Stein, 26-45. New York:
Cambridge University Press, 2012.

“Defining and Testing the Prohibition on Religious Establishments in the Early Republic.” In
No Establishment of Religion: America’s Original Contribution to Religious Liberty, ed. T.
Jeremy Gunn and John Witte, Jr., 252-279. New York: Oxford University Press, 2012.

“Famous Founders and Forgotten Founders: What’s the Difference, and Does the Difference
Matter?” In America’s Forgotten Founders, second edition, ed. Gary L. Gregg Il and Mark
David Hall, 1-23. Wilmington, Del.: ISI Books, 2012.



“Virginia’s Contributions to the Enduring Themes of Religious Liberty in America.” In From
Jamestown to Jefferson: The Evolution of Religious Freedom in Virginia, ed. Paul Rasor and
Richard E. Bond, 166-191. Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2011.

“Thomas Jefferson and John Adams: The Rancorous Referendum on Church and State.” In
Faith and the American Presidency. Christianity Today Essentials, ed. Mark Galli et al. Carol
Stream, I11.: Christianity Today eBooks, 2011.

“Religion and the Civil State in the American Founding.” In Religion and American Politics:
Classic and Contemporary Perspectives, ed. Amy E. Black, Douglas L. Koopman, and Larycia
A. Hawkins, 39-46. New York: Pearson Longman, 2011.

“The Meaning of the Separation of Church and State: Competing Views.” In Oxford Handbook
on Church and State in the United States, ed. Derek H. Davis, 207-225. New York: Oxford
University Press, 2010.

“Religion and the Presidency of George Washington.” In Religion and the American
Presidency: George Washington to George W. Bush with Commentary and Primary Sources, ed.
Gaston Espinosa, 47-85. New York: Columbia University Press, 2009 (with Jeffry H.
Morrison).

“George Washington on Religion’s Place in Public Life.” In The Future of Religion in American
Politics, ed. Charles W. Dunn, 97-114. Lexington, Ky.: University Press of Kentucky, 2009.

“The Pursuit of Religious Liberty in America.” In The Sacred Rights of Conscience, ed. Daniel
L. Dreisbach and Mark David Hall, xxi-xxxiv. Indianapolis, Ind.: Liberty Fund, 2009.

“Famous Founders and Forgotten Founders: What’s the Difference, and Does the Difference
Matter?” In The Forgotten Founders on Religion and Public Life, ed. Daniel L. Dreisbach, Mark
David Hall, and Jeffry H. Morrison, 1-25. Notre Dame, Ind.: University of Notre Dame

Press, 2009.

“George Mason.” In America’s Forgotten Founders, ed. Gary L. Gregg Il and Mark David Hall,
24-39. Louisville, Ky.: Butler Books; The McConnell Center, University of Louisville,

2008; reprinted in America’s Forgotten Founders, second edition, ed. Gary L. Gregg Il and Mark
David Hall, 38-53. Wilmington, Del.: ISI Books, 2012.

“George Mason’s Pursuit of Religious Liberty in Revolutionary Virginia.” In The Founders on
God and Government, ed. Daniel L. Dreisbach, Mark D. Hall, and Jeffry H. Morrison, 207-249.
Lanham, Md.: Rowman and Littlefield, 2004.

“Church-State Debate in the Virginia Legislature: From the Declaration of Rights to the Statute
for Establishing Religious Freedom.” In Religion and Political Culture in Jefferson’s Virginia,
ed. Garrett Ward Sheldon and Daniel L. Dreisbach, 135-165. Lanham, Md.: Rowman and
Littlefield, 2000.



“Religion and Legal Reforms in Revolutionary Virginia: A Reexamination of Jefferson’s Views
on Religious Freedom and Church-State Separation.” In Religion and Political Culture in
Jefferson’s Virginia, ed. Garrett Ward Sheldon and Daniel L. Dreisbach, 189-218. Lanham,
Md.: Rowman and Littlefield, 2000.

“Thomas Jefferson, a Mammoth Cheese, and the ‘Wall of Separation Between Church and
State.”” In Religion and the New Republic: Faith in the Founding of America, ed. James H.
Hutson, 65-114. Lanham, Md.: Rowman and Littlefield, 2000.

“Everson and the Command of History: The Supreme Court, Lessons of History, and Church-
State Debate in America.” In Everson Revisited: Religion, Education and Law at the
Crossroads, ed. Jo Renee Formicola and Hubert Morken, 23-57. Lanham, Md.: Rowman and
Littlefield, 1997.

“A Debate on Religion and Politics in the Early Republic.” In Religion and Politics in the Early
Republic, ed. Daniel L. Dreisbach, 1-35. Lexington, Ky.: University Press of Kentucky, 1996.

“Reflections on the Church-State Debate.” In Religion and Politics in the Early Republic, ed.
Daniel L. Dreisbach, 151-162. Lexington, Ky.: University Press of Kentucky, 1996.

“In Pursuit of Religious Freedom: Thomas Jefferson’s Church-State Views Revisited.” In
Religion, Public Life, and the American Polity, ed. Luis E. Lugo, 74-111. Knoxville, Tenn.:
University of Tennessee Press, 1994.

Encyclopedia Articles

Religion Past and Present: Encyclopedia of Theology and Religion, vol. XIII, ed. Hans Dieter
Betz, Don S. Browning, Bernd Janowski and Eberhard Jiingel (Leiden, The Netherlands: Brill,
forthcoming). S.v. “Virginia Statute of Religious Freedom.”

“George Washington and the Bible.” In Digital Encyclopedia of George Washington. Mount
Vernon Estate, 2012— [2014].” <http://www.mountvernon.org/educational-
resources/encyclopedia/gw-bible>

Praeger Handbook of Religion and Education in the United States, ed. James C. Carper and
Thomas Hunt, 2 vols. (Westport, Conn.: Praeger Publishers, 2009). S.v. “Thomas Jefferson,”
“James Madison,” and “Separation of Church and State.”

Encyclopedia of American Civil Liberties, ed. Paul Finkelman (New York: Routledge, 2006),
1735-1736. S.v. “Wall of Separation.”

Die Religion in Geschichte und Gegenwart, ed. Hans Dieter Betz, Don S. Browning, Bernd
Janowski, and Eberhard Jungel, 4™ edition (Tubingen, Germany: J.C.B. Mohr [Paul Siebeck],
2005). S.v. “Virginia Statute of Religious Freedom.”



Encyclopedia of Protestantism, ed. Hans J. Hillerbrand (New York: Routledge, 2003). S.v.
“Madison, James” and “Bill of Rights.”

Microsoft Encarta Encyclopedia (Redmond, Wash.: Microsoft, 1999). S.v. “Criminal Law”
and “Criminal Procedure.” (approximately 15,000 words).

Encyclopedia of Religion in American Politics, ed. Jeffrey D. Schultz, John G. West, Jr., and lain
Maclean (Phoenix, Ariz.: Oryx Press, 1999). S.v. “Jasper Adams,” §; “David J. Brewer,” 32;
“Robert L. Cord,” 66; “Ezra Stiles Ely,” 87; “Thomas Jefferson,” 132; “John Leland,” 144;
“James Madison,” 152-153; “George Mason,” 155; “Philip Schaff,” 220-221; “Joseph Story,”
236-237; “Common Law and Christianity,” 61; “Everson v. Board of Education (1947),” 96;
“McCollum v. Board of Education (1948),” 157-158; “Memorial and Remonstrance Against
Religious Assessments,” 159; “Permoli v. Municipality No. I of the City of New Orleans
(1845),” 185; “Religious Apartheid,” 210; “Religious Tests and Oaths,” 212; “Virginia
Declaration of Rights, Article XVI,” 254; “Virginia Statute for Establishing Religious Freedom,”
254-255; “Wall of Separation,” 256; and “Zorach v. Clauson (1952),” 272. (approximately
7,250 words).

Collier’s Encyclopedia (New York: Macmillan, 1996 ed.), vol. 7, 450-466. S.v. “Criminal Law
and Procedure” (with Austin W. Scott, Jr.). (approximately 16,000 words).
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