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EDUCATION 
 
  YALE LAW SCHOOL  J.D. 1994 
      Yale Law Journal, Senior Editor 
 
  YALE DIVINITY SCHOOL M.A.R. (Master of Arts in Religion) 1991 
      Honors: summa cum laude 
 
  YALE COLLEGE  B.A., Political Science, 1989  
      (political philosophy interdisciplinary concentration) 
       Honors: magna cum laude, distinction in the major 
 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
 
  Emory University School of Law, Atlanta, GA 
  McDonald Distinguished Fellow, Center for the Study of Law and Religion, 
  2019 to the present; Senior Fellow, 2005 to the present 
 
  Princeton University, Princeton, NJ 
  2011-12 William E. Simon Visiting Fellow in Religion and Public Life, 
  James Madison Program in American Ideals and Institutions 
 
  Villanova University Charles Widger School of Law, Villanova, PA 
  Professor of Law, 2006 to 2012 
  Associate Professor of Law, 2003-06 
  Visiting Assistant Professor of Law, 2002-03  
  Courses: Religion, Law and the Constitution; Religion, Law and Lawyering; 
  Decedents’ Estates and Trusts I; Decedents’ Estates and Trusts II.  
 
  University of Richmond School of Law, Richmond, VA 
  Assistant Professor of Law, 2000-02 
  Courses: Wills and Trusts I; Wills and Trusts II; Law and Religion. 
 
  Emory University School of Law, Atlanta, GA 
  Fellow in Law and Religion and Lecturer in Law, 1998-99 
  Courses: Law and Religion.     
 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
 

Chair, Association of American Law Schools (AALS) Section on Law and Religion 
(2008).  
 
Chair-Elect, AALS Section on Law and Religion (2007). 
 
Executive Committee Member, AALS Section on Law and Religion (2009). 
 
Member, Editorial Board of the Journal of Catholic Social Thought (2004-07).  
 

 



BOOKS 
  

The Distinctiveness of Religion in American Law: Rethinking Religion  
Clause Jurisprudence (Cambridge University Press, 2015). 
 
 Catholic Press Association Book Award, 2016, in the category of  

Faithful Citizenship/Religious Freedom. 
 
 Roundtable Conference on the book at Notre Dame Law 
 School, April 15, 2016. 
 
 Book Review Roundtable, Journal of Law and Religion, vol. 32, 

no. 3 (2017) (participant contributions to the Roundtable Conference at  
 Notre Dame). 

 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
 

Introduction to Symposium—In Search of Common Ground: Religion and  
  Secularism in a Liberal Democratic Society, 100 Chicago-Kent Law Review 
  485 (2025). 

 
History, Tradition, and Finding Common Ground: The Establishment Clause and 

  Religious Expression by the State, 100 Chicago-Kent Law Review 685 (2025).  
 
Law, Religion, and Education, in Faith in Law, Law in Faith: Reflecting and Building 
on the Work of John Witte, Jr. 515 (Brill, 2024).  

 
Catholic Liberalism and the Liberal Tradition, 98 Notre Dame Law Review  
1469 (2023). 

 
Independent and Overlapping: Institutional Religious Freedom and Religious 
Providers of Social Services, 54 Loyola University Chicago Law Journal  
683 (2022). 
 
Covid-19 and Restrictions on Religious Worship: From Nondiscrimination to Church 

  Autonomy, 2021 Fides et Libertas Journal 23.  
 
The Meaning of Free Exercise: Equality and Beyond, in Painting Constitutional 

  Law: Xavier Cortada’s Images of Constitutional Rights 144 (Brill, 2021). 
 
  Covid-19 and Restrictions on Religious Institutions: Constitutional Implications, 
  Canopy Forum, Oct. 2, 2020. 
 
  Demands to Treat Churches and Casinos Equally May Be Asking Too Much and Not  

Enough, Cornerstone Forum, August 17, 2020. 
 
  Institutional Religious Freedom in Context, Cornerstone Forum, Oct. 15, 2019. 
 

Religious Freedom and the Common Good, 50 Loyola University Chicago 
  Law Journal 137 (2018). 
 



Religious Accommodations and Third-Party Harms: Constitutional Values 
  and Limits, 106 Kentucky Law Journal 717 (2018). 
 
  Book Review of Robin Fretwell Wilson, The Contested Place of Religion in 
  Family Law, 7 Oxford Journal of Law and Religion 364 (2018).  
 

The Distinctiveness of Religion: An Introduction and Response to Readers,  
Book Review Roundtable, 32 Journal of Law and Religion 491, 518 (2017). 

 
The Disappearance of Religion from Debates about Religious Accommodation, 

  20 Lewis & Clark Law Review 1093 (2017). 
 

Book Review of Frank B. Cross, Constitutions and Religious Freedom, 
  9 Politics and Religion 405 (June 2016). 
 
  Raising Our Voices, Book Review of Cathleen Kaveny, Prophecy without 

Contempt: Religious Discourse in the Public Square, Commonweal, May 20,  
2016, at 26. 

 
Reimagining Religion’s Distinctiveness in American Law, Liberty Law Forum,  
March 1, 2016. 

 
“Board of Education of Kiryas Joel Village School District v. Grumet,” “Newdow v. U.S. 
Congress,” “Religious School Funding Cases,” “Reynolds v. United States,” “Wisconsin 
v. Yoder,” in Encyclopedia of Christianity in the United States (Rowman & Littlefield, 
2016). 

 
Book Review of Brian Leiter, Why Tolerate Religion?, The Hedgehog Review,  

  Fall 2013, at 106. 
 

Religious Group Autonomy: Further Reflections about What is at Stake,  
22 Journal of Law and Religion 153 (2006-2007). 
 
Some Additional Questions: Comments on Susan Stabile’s “John Courtney 
Murray and the Abortion Debate,” 4 Journal of Catholic Social Thought 125 
(2007). 
 
Foundations for Freedom of Conscience: Stronger Than You Might Think, 

  10 Roger Williams University Law Review 359 (2005). 
 

Religious Organizations and Free Exercise: The Surprising Lessons of 
Smith, 2004 Brigham Young University Law Review 1633. 

 
Catholic Social Thought in the Public Square: Deconstructing the Demand 
For Public Accessibility, 1 Journal of Catholic Social Thought 203 (2004).  

 
Religious Organizations and Mandatory Collective Bargaining under Federal 
and State Labor Laws: Freedom From and Freedom For, 49 Villanova Law 
Review 77 (2004). 
 
Reflections on the Light: Judge Noonan’s Contributions to the Debate on 

  Religion in the Public Square, 1 University of St. Thomas Law Journal 480 
(2003). 

 
  The Push to Private Religious Expression: Are We Missing Something?,  
  70 Fordham Law Review 1147 (2002). 
 



Fostering Harmony Among the Justices: How Contemporary Debates in 
Theology Can Help to Reconcile the Divisions on the Court Regarding Religious 
Expression by the State, 75 Notre Dame Law Review 433 (1999). 
 
Putting Faith Back into Constitutional Scholarship: A Defense of Originalism, 
36 Catholic Lawyer 137 (1995).   

 

CONFERENCES/ PRESENTATIONS/ WORKSHOPS 
  

Co-Organizer and Presenter, Conference on “In Search of Common Ground: Religion 
And Secularism in a Liberal Democratic Society,” Chicago-Kent College of Law,  
February 21, 2025.  
 
Co-Organizer and Presenter, Conference on “Liberalism, Christianity, and 
Constitutionalism,” Notre Dame Law School, November 11, 2022. 
 
Presenter, Conference on “Religious Liberty at a Historic Crossroads,” Loyola University 
Chicago School of Law, April 8, 2022.   
 
Presenter, Conference on “Institutional Religious Freedom: Exploring Contemporary 
Policy Challenges,” Religious Freedom Institute, January 5, 2022. 
 
Panelist, Town Hall on “Religious Exemptions from the Founding to Today,” National 
Constitution Center, September 30, 2021. 
 
Presenter, “Independent and Overlapping: Institutional Religious Freedom under the 
First Amendment and the Regulation of Religious Providers of Social Services,” 
Annual Law and Religion Roundtable, hosted virtually by Brigham Young University 
School of Law, June 25, 2021. 
 
Presenter, “Independent and Overlapping,” Workshop of McDonald Distinguished  
Fellows, Center for the Study of Law and Religion, Emory University, June 15, 2021. 
 
Presenter, “Continuity, Change, and the Establishment Clause,” Association of American 
Law Schools Annual Meeting, January 7, 2021.  
 
Presenter, “International Conference on Covid-19 Pandemic and Religious 
Freedom: Reports from North America and Europe,” organized by Andrews University, 
Brigham Young University Law School Center for Law and Religion Studies, and  
University of Portsmouth, December 2-3, 2020. 
 
Presenter, Webinar Conference on “Law, Religion, and Coronavirus in the United 
States: A Six-Month Assessment,” organized by Brigham Young University Law 
School, Emory University Law School, Notre Dame Law School, St. John’s University 
School of Law, and Villanova University Charles Widger School of Law, 
October 2, 2020.  
 
Speaker, “Law and Religion Scholarship in Perspective: Protecting Freedom, Sharing 
Faith, and Serving Persons,” The Columbus School of Law, The Catholic University 
of America, November 5, 2019. 
 
Panelist, “The Paradox of Tolerance,” American University, October 23, 2019.   
 
Presenter, Conference on “Is Religious Freedom under Threat? A Trans- 
Atlantic Dialogue,” Christ Church, Oxford University, May 23-25, 2018. 
 
Presenter, Conference on “The Question of Religious Freedom: From John 
Courtney Murray, S.J. and Vatican II to the Present,” Loyola University 



Chicago, March 12-13, 2018. 
 
Presenter, Symposium on “Religious Exemptions and Harm to Others,” 
University of Kentucky College of Law, November 2-3, 2017. 
 
Discussant, “President Trump and the First Amendment,” Southeastern Association of 
Law Schools Annual Conference, August 2, 2017. 
 
Discussant, “Religious Exemptions and Harm to Others,” Southeastern Association of 
Law Schools Annual Conference, July 31, 2017. 
 
Speaker, “The Distinctiveness of Religion in American Law,” Center for Islam 
and Religious Freedom, July 10, 2017.  
 
Panelist, “Is Religion Special?” Southeastern Association of Law Schools 
Annual Conference, August 5, 2016. 
 
Roundtable Conference on book The Distinctiveness of Religion in American Law: 
Rethinking Religion Clause Jurisprudence, Notre Dame Law School, April 15, 2016. 
 
Faculty Workshop Presenter, “Secular Moral Commitments Revisited,” Villanova 
University School of Law, April 2, 2014. 
 
Faculty Colloquium Speaker, “Rethinking Free Exercise Exemptions,” West Virginia 
University College of Law, January 28, 2013. 
 
Panelist, “Debating the Intersections of Religious Freedom and Women’s Health,” Center 
for the Study of Religion & the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International 
Affairs, Princeton University, April 24, 2012. 
 
Visiting Fellows Seminar, “A Unique Relationship, A Common Foundation,” James 
Madison Program, Princeton University, March 7, 2012. 
 
Panelist, “The Constitution in Contemporary American Politics,” James Madison 
Program, Princeton University, Sept. 16, 2011.  
 
Presenter, “The Distinctiveness of Religion,” Annual Law and Religion Roundtable, 
Northwestern University School of Law, June 23-24, 2011. 
 
Participant, roundtable on Kent Greenawalt’s Religion and the Constitution: 
Establishment and Fairness, Notre Dame Law School, October 10, 2008.   
 
Participant, roundtable on Michael Perry’s The Religious Basis of Liberal Democracy: 
Legal Coercion, Human Rights, and Moral Freedom, Emory University School of Law, 
April 18-19, 2008. 
 
Presenter, book chapter, Christian Jurisprudence Project, Center for the Study of Law and 
Religion, Emory University School of Law, March 28-29, 2008.  
 
Conference Fellow, “Trust Law in the 21st Century,” Benjamin N. Cardozo School of 
Law, September 19, 2005.  
 
Commentator, Symposium on “The Legacy of John Courtney Murray, S.J. for Law and 
Politics,” Villanova University School of Law, September 16, 2005. 
 
Commentator, Conference on “Roger Williams’s Gift: Religious Liberty in America and 
Beyond,” Roger Williams University School of Law, October 15, 2004. 
 



Faculty Seminar Guest Speaker, “Religious Organizations and Free Exercise,” Arizona 
State University College of Law, March, 29, 2004. 
 
Presenter, “Church Autonomy Conference,” Brigham Young University Law School, 
February 6-7, 2004. 
 
Presenter, Symposium on “God, the Person, History, and the Law: Themes from the 
Work of John T. Noonan, Jr.,” University of St. Thomas School of Law, Minneapolis, 
MN, October 17-18, 2003. 
 
Presenter, Symposium on “Catholic Social Thought and the Law,” Villanova University 
School of Law, October 3-4, 2003. 
 
Presenter, 50th Anniversary Symposium, “The Next Fifty Years in the Law,” 
Villanova University School of Law, September 13, 2003. 
 
Panelist, “The War, Islam, and God,” University of Richmond, October 18, 2001. 
 
Rapporteur and Member of the Drafting Committee, Matters of Faith: Religion in 
American Public Life, Report of the Ninety-Sixth American Assembly, Columbia 
University, held at Arden House, Harriman, NY, March 23-26, 2000. 
 
Participant, The Lilly Seminar on Religion and Higher Education: Religion and 
Scholarship: Present Positions, Future Prospects?, University of Notre Dame, March 5-6, 
1999. 

 
LEGAL EXPERIENCE 
  

The Honorable John T. Noonan, Jr., U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, 
San Francisco, CA, 1997-98  
Judicial Clerk 

 
Office of the General Counsel, Yale University, New Haven, CT, 1995-97  

  Assistant to the General Counsel 
 
National Academy of Social Insurance, Washington, D.C., 1994-95  
Project Associate 
 
Office of United States Senator James M. Jeffords, Washington, D.C., 

  Summer 1993 
 

Christian Legal Society’s Center for Law and Religious Freedom, 
Annandale, VA, Summer 1992 

 

BAR MEMBERSHIP 
 

Member of the Connecticut and District of Columbia Bars.   
 

 


